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RUMANIAN TEXTILE AND FOOTWEAR PRO DUCTION EXPANSION 


/Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sources J 


Rumanian textile production has expanded continuously since national - 
lza-io n. The basic commodity in textile production has been cotton. In the 
past, the indue try was highly dependent on imports. In 1938, for example 43 
percent 01 t ne country's total requirement fcr cotton fiber was imported from 
other 0cuntr4.ee < A large part or this was already spun, although the possi- 
bility existed of developing the denes ti-- spinning Industry. (1, 2) At 
present, tne Rumanian textile industry receive* part of its raw material and 
equipment irom domestic sources.. Looms, wool-carding machines , rough- surfacing 
machine^, .cnit.lng needles, spinning machines, ami cotton gins are being pro- 
" UCfc “ tn Rumania In addition to receiving Soviet cotton on favorable terms, 
Rumania also receives selected cotton seed and the benefit of Soviet advice In 
new methods.. The source said that n 1= expected that, as a result, the en- 
tire need will be met by domestic produc tion . ( 1} 

Following nat t onaxication, a rapid development of the entire textile in- 
dus -ry began Taking 1948 as 100. cotter, production m 1950 was 176, and m 
i.A it was wool production in 1950 vus 187, and in 1951, 215„ Large lex- 

ti^e nulls wore constructed m Iasi and Botosaui, and the largest ready-to- 
wear plant if: tnr country, the Ghecrehiu-Bej Textile Mill in Bucharest, vas put 
m operation ^2> In areas which formerly had no industry, thee*, new plants have 
nelped to develop economic activity..'].) Most existing factories were expanded 
and moae ru 1 led * 7) 


** n in '- r ^ 3 ^C' < 2 production, r nr- consumption of textiles also increased. In 
1953. Pm <5 percent acre textiles were manufactured than in 1950 . ffc) Consumers 
pur •.ha.-el 2't percent more cotton cloth, $2 percent more woolen cloth, and 12 
percent more silk cloth 3:1 19pO than in I9L9 . They purchased 18-3 percent more 
cotton goods and 20.2 percent more woolens in 19J1 than in 1950. (jl 
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Variety in men'e wear increased 80 percent, and in women's 
Large selections in men's suits, ladies’ dresses, overcoats 
were placed on the market -(4) 


wear, 125 percent. 
, and other items 


Production of shoes and leather goods has also increased. In 1951 16 
ann+w 6h ° e ! ?*f e p ,? oduced than ln 1950. In 1952, this is to increase 

aaufl.? P *f Ce ?o "J 2 lu ^ cc0rdlng to source (5,) shoe production was 20 per- 

that rf l til 7° qh 51 th f iQ 1950 aDd 1950 F roduction was 24 „ 3 percent above 
that of 1949^/ Shoe prices were cut 5-15 percent in 1952.(5) 

hn _ ? 6ed f or trained personnel, the Ministry of Light Industry 

al u ln6trUctl ° n at Ql1 levels ln infl titutea and numerous 
a , 6 * 8C v 1S ‘ Highly qualified personnel will be trained at 

an advanced textile technical school- 


on - T ° S °! V V® Ue problems, the Ministry of Light Industry established 

for Textile, Leather, and Rubber Research in 1951. The institute 
d ® a *® with technical and economic production problems. A division for the 
development o. models and natterns promotes inventions and innovations by 
workers and technicians . (l) * 
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